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‘Welsh and Khasi Cultural Dialogues’ is an interdisciplinary research project in creative arts 
investigating the cultural exchange between Wales and the Khasi-Jaiñtia Hills in North-East India. The 
work is funded by The Leverhulme Trust and involves researchers from universities in Wales, India and 
the USA, as well as professional arts practitioners from all three countries. 

The project is led by the University of South Wales (USW). Professor 
Lisa Lewis from USW specialises in theatre and performance and what 
these art forms can reveal about our culture and identity. The project 
used workshops in creative practice to explore questions relating to 
local and national identities, such as ‘British’ and ‘Indian’, ‘Welsh’ and 
‘Khasi’. Lisa is director of ‘Performing Journeys’, which brings together 
elements of the research in performance, film and music.

Dr Aparna Sharma, a specialist in documentary filmmaking at the 
University of California Los Angeles has looked at the photographic 
legacy of the Welsh mission in North-East India. Aparna’s 
documentary film on the portrayal of North-East India in photography 
and film will explore how early mission photography influenced the 
Welsh audience’s ideas regarding the Khasi people. 

Professor Desmond Kharmawphlang is Head of Department of 
Cultural and Creative Studies at North Eastern Hill University, 
Meghalaya, India. As a renowned Khasi poet and folklorist, Desmond 
has spent decades researching the oral traditions of communities 
throughout Meghalaya and brings this expertise to the project as 
special consultant. 

Dr Helen Davies (USW) has examined the linguistic experience in 
Wales and Meghalaya as language communities with similar concerns. 
Both language communities have faced historical attempts by British 
authorities to eradicate their languages through the imposition of 
English as the language of education and government. The Welsh 
mission was instrumental in the safeguarding of the Khasi language, 
although the way in which this happened is complex.

Actors Lapdiang Syeim from Meghalaya 
and Rhys ap Trefor for Wales are professional 
practitioners with a deep awareness of their 
respective indigenous performance traditions. 
Lapdiang, trained in Indian and European 
physical theatre creates contemporary 
theatre based on Khasi folk tales. Rhys comes 
from a background in Welsh and European 
performance and works in television, theatre, 
film and radio as both actor and director.

Gareth Bonello is a professional musician 
from Cardiff and has recently completed 
a PhD on musical connections between 
Wales and the Khasi-Jaiñtia Hills. Benedict 
Skhemlang Hynñiewta is a visual artist and 
musician from Shillong. Specialising in the 
Bamboo flute, Benedict has performed with 
many of Meghalaya’s leading artists and is 
a General Council Member of the Lalit Kala 
Academi, the National Academy of Art of the 
Government of India.


